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Priority 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language . which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andbr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and>br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies IS Identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial an3licability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/ISA/ 237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/053000 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : GB-A-2 089 1 87 (GD SOC PER AZIONI) 23 June 1 982 (1 982-06-23) 

2. Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. figs) a cutting unit for cutting continuous cigarette rods from which the 
subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that locking means for angularly locking the cutting 
head in position on a supporting body comprise automatic release means for 
releasing the cutting head and actuating means in order to vary the angle between 
the travelling direction of the rods and the axis around which the cutting drum rotates. 
The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as how to 
provide an efficient way to vary the length of cigarette rods cut by the cutting unit with 
a limited downtime of the machine and a more precise adjustment. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: all the documents of the available prior art show adjustment means to vary 
the angle between axis of rotation of the cutting drum and travel direction of the 
cigarette rods, but none of them is provided with automatic means. All adjustment 
procedures-involve the (manual) unscrewing of some locking means or pins. 



3. Claims 2-1 3 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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